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EU: EU Disapproves of U.S. Approach in Trade 
Dispute With PRC 

BR20051412°° Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
in French 20 May 9% p 3 


[Report by Marc Paolin: and Philippe Le Corre} 


{FBIS Translated Text] There 1s no question, at least not 
for now, of the EU's expressing any solidanty with the 
United States in the latter's showdown with Beijing. “it 
is not our place to support ut,” European Commission 
Deputy President Leon Brittan said. 


As worrying as the large-scale violation of intellectual 
property nghts by the Chinese might be for European 
industries, the European trade official felt that Wash- 
ington has not chosen the nght approach. Sir Leon said 
that the hest siep to take if you wart to get China to 
behave like a fair partner in this area ts not to threaten 
it with sanctions, but to help ut hight pirating in specitic 
ways. 

Here, Europe has endeavored to set the example. In 
Beijing on 7 May, Sir Leon signed a bilateral agreement 
providing for financial aid of ECU47 million from the 
EU to create a system to provide training in the rules 
and practices of intellectual property protection. We 
are not playing the European card,” Sir Leon observed 
during his trip to the Chinese capital. “We are no more 
moderate than the United States in our relations with 
China. We are simply more levelheaded. 


The Americans Must Not Forget That We Are 
Competitors 

So far this approach (which ts also used with Japan) has 
heen sunported by the EU's 1S member states, although 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


it does have its ammguous aspects. Loudly denouncing 
and rejecting Washington's use of the stuck, Sir Leon 
does know, nevertheless, how to take advantage of the 
concessions won by the Amerncans. In an interview 
granted to a Hong Kong daily. he sustined Europe's 
reservation, notung that the Americans must not forget 
thal we are competitors 


In the name of nondiscnmination—an essential virtue, 
he is keen to point out, for anyone with ambiuons 
of jormmng the World Trade Organizanon—the British 
commissioner never misses a chance to demand that 
provisions be extended to include Europe. Thus, in 
April 1995S, he won a concession whereby the terms of 
the intellectual property agreement signed two months 
earlier with the United States would apply fully to 
European businesses 


Today in Brussels, nobody denies that the implementa- 
tion of these provisions by China 1s, at the very least, 
debatable and that the U.S. criticism 1s indeed some- 
what justified, but everyone is taking great care not to 
admit that the Community, by being understanding, is 
hoping to exploit America’s anger to the full 


NATO: Plan Allows Europeans To Conduct 
Operations Without U.S. 

AU 1508114296 Paris AFP in English 

1123 GMT 1S May 9% 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Brussels, May 1S (AFPP)-— 
NATO on Wednesday endorsed a plan that would allow 
European forces to conduct operations with Atlantic 
Alliance military means but without U.S. participation, 
diplomatic sources said 
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2 INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
France, Germany: Press Reaction to U.S. 

Commerce, Trade Appointees 

WA/4050] 3296 


[FBIS Report) French and German media reaction to 
President Clinton's 12 April announcement appomting 
Mickey Kantor to be Secretary of Commerce and 
nomunating Charlene Barshetsky to replace Kantor as 
United States Trade Representative was warily positive. 
Both are viewed as tough negotiators who will likely 
continue the Clinton administration's efforts to open 
foreign markets 


France 


— Charactenzing Secretary Kantor as an ardent parti- 
san of an aggressive trade policy, the business daily 
LES ECHOS (15 April) said Kantor’s in-depth know!- 
edge of the portfolios he would assume made him a 
logical’ chowe. — Center-lett LE MONDE saw in 
Kantor’s appointment “a clear signal that the Clinton 
admimstration has no intention of relaxing its effort 
to open foreign trade markets and recalled that Kan- 
tor’s formidable negotiating skills had “put fear into the 
Japanese” dunng last summer's auto talks (1S April) 


Germany 


— An astucle profiling Mickey Kantor on the editonal 
page of the ceatnst SUDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG cited 
his successes in GATT, NAFTA, and the Japan auto 
negotiations, but characterized him as a controversial 
firecracker,” and claimed that “delegations from trad- 
ing partners often complain about Kantor’s rude, con- 
descending tone” (1S April) — Noting that Barshefsky 
will succeed Kantor as USTR, the same article said it 
is “an open secret” that Secretary Kantor will “continue 
to direct the activities of the Trade Representatives Of- 
fice from his new domain.” —The conservative busi- 
ness daily HANDELSBLATT noted that although Kan- 
tor had effectively championed the administration's free 
trade policy, the U.S. trade deficit continued to mount. 
Barsheisky's nomination was seen as a reward for her 
effective handling of China IPR issues and MPN re- 
newal during the past three years. (15 April) —The 15 
Apn!l FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE commented on 
Kantor’s successes as USTR and his relish in playing 
the aggressive “had cop role. It also saw Kantor show- 
ing not only enthusiasm and determination to come out 
on top of every negotiation Dut also pragmatism. — 
Charlene Barshefsky reputation as a highly respected, 
aggressive, tenacious, and exceedingly successful trade 
negotiator was seen by the same Commentary as assur- 
ing her eventual Senate confirmation 
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EU: Commission's 1996-97 Economic, EMI 
Forecast 

BRI708140196 Pans LE MONDE on Frenc® 
17 May % p2 


[Article by EU correspondent Philippe Lemaitre} 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Brussels—The essential thing 
is to beheve in it. “1 am convinced thal a significant 
number of member states will, when the time comes 
respect the convergence criteria land down in the Maas. 
tricht Treaty. There is no dow in our minds, it 1s real- 
istic to think so and it is even certaim that the deadline 
will be met,” Yves-Thibaut de Silguy, European com 
missioner for economic and monctary affairs. stated on 
Wednesday, 15 May presenting the European cconomn 
forecasts for 1996 and 1997 


He reported that German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who 
had just met with the Commission, “was categorie and 
committed on the need to actheve EMU [Economie and 
Monetary Union] in accordance with the conditions land 
down in the Maastricht Treaty 


Initial Effects 


The Commission's forecasts take careful account of an 
economic slowdown since the second half of 1995. bur 
count on a strong upturn in activity heginning in the 
summer of 1996. An upturn which will save the day 
and on which EMU (at least by the stated deadline) is 
enurely dependent. Imagine the anucty in September. 
when the first results are scrutimzed' To caplam thes 
reouvery, or rather to present it as an almost mnevitable 
fact, Mr. de Silguy spoke of the excellent coonomn 
hases—a dynamic world trade, low short. term and 
medium-term interest rates, :nflation under control, and 
a high return on investments—<oupled with the political 
determination of EU governments to take the necessary 
measures to restructure national finances Due to the 
unexpected slowdown in late 1995, growth in 1996 will 
be much lower than forecast six months ago (one pount 
less’). It is not expected to exceed an average of |S 
percent for the EU as a whole, dropping as low as 0$ 
percent in Germany, 0.7 percent in Austria, | percent in 
France, and 1.1 percent in Belgrum. All in all, a virtually 


flat encephalogram 


By contrast, economists in Brussels expect 1997 to be 
a dynamic year with an average growth rate of 24 
percent. This might not equal Peru's figure, but ut ns 09 
poms up on 1996. Austria (1.1 percent), Germany (1 8 
percent), and France (2.1 percent) will remain below the 


average 
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Seven Countries 

The issue of national Pudget deficits, the most sensitive 
of the Maastricht criteria for the single currency, will re- 
main mediocre this year, with a Community average of 
4.4 percent of GDP Just three Countries af present meet 
the Maastricht criterion (maximum deficit 3 percent of 
GDP). Luxembourg, Ircland. and Denmark. France, at 
4.2 percent, ts way behind target, while Germany will 
do less well in 1996 than in 1998) 3.9 percent rather 
than 4S percent 


But the divine surprise is that, thanks to the upturn, cou- 
pled with reform measures already taken of soon to he 
taken, everything will he in place mm 1997. By the end 
Of next year. seven countries should have a national 
deficn within the 3 percent limut—Denmark and Ger- 
many (2.9 percent), France (3 percent), Ireland, Lux- 
embourg, the Netherlands. and Finland—with several 
others very close to target. The conditions wall there- 
fore he met for heads of state and government to give 
the go-ahead in carly 1998 for the launch of the single 
currency hy the | January 1999 deadline 


But what do pubic opimion and the markets want’ 
Mr. de Silguy discreetly adds that. given the excellent 
hasic data on which the recovery will he Dull (a strong 
foundation and ngorous policy), he ts even capecting a 
mice surprise for 1997 


Soctal Resistance 


But could a grain of sand seize up the machine’ The 
Commission cannot totally ignore the human clement, 
public discontentment overflowing at the wrong mo- 
ment, hefore confidence is restored and hetore the e1- 


INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 5 


pected cconomuc upturn. It explains this in two warn- 
ing paragraphs of its recommendations on major cco- 
nomuc policy trends” pulished at the same time as the 
1996-97 forecasts. “Nevertheless, there are still major 
uncertainties regarding these cconomuc forecasis In the 
present context marked by the fragility of economn 
players and high unemployment, the positive reaction, 
in terms of expenditure ty companies and individuals. 
to the improved monetary and financial situation and to 
the reduction in budgetary imbalances coult he weaker 
of later in coming than expected 


Even worse, the Commission continues, if progress 
in Improving government finances and implementing 
structural reforms were to he impeded Py growing social 
and political resistance, the credibility of the stated 
ams of economic policy would he weakened, thereby 
increasing the doulMs of some observers regarding the 
hikehhood of having a sufficient number of countries 
ready for EMU by the | January 1999 start-up date 


The fatal grain of sand could be in the form of new 
taxes, sacial welfare cuts, or, above all, unemployment 


On this front, prospects are pretty gnm The Com- 
MIssON CApects unemployment to remain unchanged at 
nearly 11 percent of the workforce in 1996 and 1997 
France faring particularly badly with 11.7 percent for 
hoth these years. “Unemployment ts likely to merease 
significantly in 1996 in Germany and Austria. although 
in the latter country 1 remains relatively low, the Com 
mission stated. “France, Belgium, and Portugal may als: 
see a deterioration, while the slow growth in employ- 
ment would he just about sufficrent to stahilize unem- 
ployment in Italy. 
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EL: Spring Gives Details of EU Presidency Agenda 
MS2008134896 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in Enel ch 
17 May % p?Y 


[Report by Mark Brennock] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Seeking solutions to Europe's 
employment and drugs problems, managing the peace 
process in the former Yugoslavia and oversecing the 
revision of the EU treaties will be the main issues in the 
Irish EU Presidency, accordiag to the Tanaiste [Deputy 
Prime Minister} 


Acknowledging that the European public has not been 
kept well enough informed of EU developments in the 
past, Mr Spring said yesterday the EU in future “will 
have to cxplaa why it is domg certain things’. The 
Government would have to ensure the Irish people 
fet there was a connection between them and the 
Presidency 


Announcing details of the Presidency, to run from July 
Ist to December ist, 'r Spring said Irish Ministers 
would have to chair more than 40 meetings in Brussels. 
Luxembourg and Ireland, while officials will chair over 
200 working groups. Irish Ministers and officials will 
represent the European Union at international gatherings 
all over the world. he sand 


He wentified employment, justice matters including 
drugs. economic and monetary union, the Intergovern. 
mental conference [IGC] and the EU's external relations 
as the main issues to be dealt with dung the Pres- 
deny. —Employment. There was an acceptance, sand 
Mr Spring. that no state could solve its unemployment 


problem alone. “But there is a prospect of domng some 
thing about it through Europe . he said 


The Dublin summit ta December would examine thx 
second EU annual report on unemployment, and the 
Irish Presidency would also seck to carry forward 
proposals agreed at the Essen surmmuit to deal with the 
problem 


An initiative by the European Commission Presitent 
Mr Jacques Santer, to agree an employment pact 
between unions and employers would also be on the 
agenda. —-Drugs) Last December's European summit 
in Madrid had agreed a programme on drugs and a 
report on its implementation would he presented to the 
Summut in Dubin next December, We will not protect 
our ciuzens from the drugs scourge unless we have total 
European and international Co-operation 


“Four years ago there tended to be just token a know! 
cdgment of the drugs probiem. There is now a palpabic 
acknowledgment in the Council of Ministers that the 
problem has to be tackled head-on Econome and 
Monetary Union: The Government would have to con 
tinue preparations for the move to 4 single currency 
OM particular interest would be the relationship between 
those who joined and those who did not — The Inter 
governmental Conference: Ircland’s task on chaning the 
1G will not just he to carry its work forward In the 
discussions leading up to Maastricht. the pullin wer 
nm well informed. There will he an onus on ws to keep 
the pulisc well informed as the 1GC poes on 


He acknowledged that many issues discussed at the 14 
such as the future relathonship between the BL s+ inet 
pet 


tubonms, were tachnical and that um difficult & 
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people talking about them  —External Relations: He 
enuhed the situation in the former Yugoslavia, the 
Medierrancan and the Middle East. and the EU's re- 
labons with Russia and North America, as prominent 
issues which would have to he handled by the Govern- 
ment. Handling the former Yugoslavia would he ‘a very 
demanding task 


The EU during the Insh Presidency would have to do 
everything it could to ensure the implementation of the 
Dayton peace agreement. “It behoves all of us to ensure 
that whatever decimons ae taken by the US and the EU, 
that we manage the probiem and we do not take steps 
that would open doors to a return to warfare. he said 


He rejected suggestions that Ireland's handling of the 
issuc, whech « central to the dehate about future 
European security arrangements, was compromised hy 
the Government's cautious approach to mvolvement in 
such arangements. We have a positive contribution 
to make and we have made one through the United 
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a) 


Nations and the OSCE [Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe} 


Mr Spring said he Delreved the Nato-sponsored Partner 
ship for Peace programme was an idea whose time has 
come”. The recent White Paper on Foreign Poluy con 
mitted the Government to cuploring whe possi Pility 
involvement in that programme However. the Den 
cratic Left leader, Mr Prownsias De Rossa, recently re 
peated his party's opposition to such a move 


Mr Spring sand he Heheved the programme represented 
an enhancement of the sccurity architecture of the 
conunent 


Mr Spring will address the UN General Assemly 
New York in September on behalf of the EL. and 
ireland will also handle the EU's preparations for the 
World Trade Organisation ministerial conteren« 
Singapore in December 
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Belgium 


Belgium: Yan Rompuy Cal For Reduced Deficit 
To Meet EMU Norm 

BRIWOS 143696 Groot-Byegaarden DE STANDAARD 
m Dutch 20 May W pi 


[Report hy Antoon Wouters] 


(FBIS Translated Text) Brussels——Federal Budget Min- 
wter Herman Van Rompuy indicated on 19 May that 
people should not expect spectacular acuions around the 
social charges on employment this year or in subsequent 
years. This ts 4 Component of the Puture Plan. The so- 
cial charges have already been reduced gradually by SO 
hillhon francs [BFr] over previous years. The govern- 
ment would continue to maintain this cautious Course, 
he sad on VTM [Plemush Television Company) news 
Van Rompuy rerected proposals to not recover the costs 
of making employment cheaper clsewhere—as they are 
earned hack if more people find a poh. We do not want 
to fun any risk. A reduction im social charges must he 
compensated hy the enurc economy. In the past we have 
mecreased indirect taxes and ransed a tax on energy. In 
this respect Belgrum is running a little abead of the Eu- 
ropean CO)? and energy tas for the cavironment, said 
the minister 


Dafferences in opmmon are taking \‘\ape with the social- 
ists. Van Rompuy said he was not in | vor of a capital 
tas. That could encourage the fight of capital and could 
cost more than tt yielded The fact that the socialists 
are asking for a capital tax ts the business. Everyone 
should look to thew own responsitulity, he sad. He 
pointed out that the advance tax deduction on personal 
property has already Peen mcrecased 


Van Rompuy stressed that Belgium had to save another 
BPred) tiilhon to reduce the budget deficit to 3 percent 
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of GDP this year. The 3 percent norm is a precondition 
for being able to yon European Monctary Union The 
government docs not want to run any risk at all. Belgrum 
1s a small, vulnerable country that lives of cxports. The 
currency union is vital for our country. Starung from the 
principle of fairness, the government will take Measures 
with regard to all categories of the population and al! 
mcome groups, Van Rompuy sad 


Netherlands 


Netherlands: Van Mierlo Denies Interference in 
Surinamese Elections 

BRI1IO0SO094996 Hilversum Nederland] Televiwun 
Network on Dutch 1800 GMT 20 May &% 


[FBIS Translated Text) In Suriname a fierce Campaign is 
being waged in the parliamentary clections on 24 May 
After the clections the parlamentatians wil! clect the 
new president. Former Army Commander Ves: Bouterse 
wants to become the new president of Surmmame. In his 
campaign he strongly criucizes the wicked Netherlands 
which ts clamed to he manipulating the clectons 
through false allegations. Foreagn Minister Van Mictio 
rejects all these accusations 


[Begin Van Mierlo recording] The allegation that the 
Netherlands has interfered im the clectioms mm a down 
nght distortion of the truth. Indeed, I have made every 
effort to optumize relavons with Suriname and this has 
heen a great success. Naturally, you have to deal wrt 
the goverament which is in Power at a ceftain moment 
| stayed away from interfering in the clecthhoms fend 
recording | 
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LK: Sime Fein'’s Adams Committed to Mitchell 


Principles 
LD2005 171296 Dublen RTE Radio One 1700 GMT 20 
May % 


(PBIS Tramscrihed Text} The Sinn Fern pressdem, Gerry 
Adams, has commuted hus party for the frat ume to 
accepung all «a Michell principles on disarmament 
and the rexacvon of wolence Speaking mm Belfast, Mr 
Adams sand Sinn Fem would accept the principles im 
full once al! -carty talks, due te Mart om June, got under 
way Mr. Adam» sad he would sign up to the principles 
if all the other parties do the same 


[Begin Adams recording} I'll sign up to the Mitchell 
principles provided everyone clee is downg 1 and pro- 
vided they're withen the contest of proper all-paty 
talks, hecause al) of (hose mesues we witha Sinn Fean's 
public policy and withen statements made by me and 
Mr. Hume, Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Spring and the present 
taonecach, Mr. Bruton, entirely within Sinn Fein pe'y 
lend recording |} 


UK: Adams Accuses Major of E.xchoding Sina Fein 
From Talks 

MSD 10809426) (lnternet) Senn Fen WWW on Pavik 
20 May 


[Sina Fein press release Adams Comments on Mitchel! 
Principles | 


[PBiS Transcribed Text] Sinn Fem Preadent Gerry 
Adams commenting taday on his patty » attitude to the 
Mitchell pronceples sand 


Sinn Fern has always taken 4 very postive and 
constructive attitude to both the Mitchell Bady, to its 
report and to sts principles. Indeed unlike the Unionists 
we mvolved ourselves both in the political Wack as 
well as on the decommssonmg track of the twin-track 
proaees 


We made 4 lengthy written sulbeesion, as well as 
4 gumber of oral submissions and when the report 
was puitshed | actuslly sand that we would he both 
constructive and positive and | heheved it provided an 
avenue mtc talks 


That was the day that John Major put the report into the 
hin Since then the British have made it a precondition 
to im lusiVe Regot ations 


(hur wew on Mitchell = quite simple and straght. 
forward. If the Britsh government with ts disastrous 
rocerd of mvolvement mm our country, eth its army of 
ACUpehow, wrth its repressive apparatus. if the loyalists 
with thew record, of the unionists orth thew record. i 


UNITED KINGDO' { ? 


ali of these can in all patty tales sign up to these prin 
couples then surely Sinn Fem can do the sare 


The tig protic af this pout the Brieush gowernment 
Mocking Sinn Fem from hemng involved om these talks 


In the comteat of all party talks, if the other partes ugn 
up to the Machel princepies, Sinn Fem will make our 
comranmen absolute. All of the ts clearly om the contenu 
of the comstructive and postive way mm which we have 
addressed all matters mm this pracess 


Sinn Fen isn't involved im woleme Seow Fem has 
fact suffered from violence and Sinn Fern + oc ormmetment 
1s to remove the causes of violence What ms reguired ae 
meanmgtul and imlusive talks to deal wrth the . auses 0! 
conflict om this Country so that there can he 4 scttiemem 
agreed hetween all the people of the mland 


1 am an Irish republican. | want to see Bretesh rule on oor 
country ended. We have pattwular attitudes and polos 
on insucs whah we feel need to he dealt with Pout i 
terms of a commutment to the principles outined hy 
Senator Mitchell Sinn Fem doesn't have a promiem 


Mr Adams comluded I want to we a Pome process 
working. | want to sce 4 complete peace settlement 
which means the end of all aimed actions Py all of 
the forces mvolved m ths dispute | am fot inte the 
politics of condemnation. I never have heen | want 
see a Proper negotiating Prac We will he there on 10) 
June with a renewe | mandate The Britesh governmen' 
has to move to acoept the fat that those who vote for 
our party should have the same nights as those who ate 
represented hy the other parties That is the key to al 
of thes 


UK: Sinn Fein’s Adams ‘Refewed’ To ( ondema 
Violence 

LDDIOS0R21M London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
mtnelioh OF 17 OMT Oi Ma 


[By polrucal correspondent Sian Clare} 


[PBIS Transcribed Teat! Senn Fem leader Gerry Adare 
tealay refused to condemn terran! violeme and sad 
he did not know if the IRA would announce a fresh 
ceasefire His comments appeated to water down his 
announcement yesterday that Sinn Fem would accep 
the principles drawn up Py the Machel! Common 
om terror am. which imieded a commitment t 
condemn violene 


Condemnation and denunciations may sound good in 
terms of the scund- rte of mm terms of the polities of 
the estaMishrment They wont work Mir Adame cad 
He made it clear that S°nn Fem would only mcep the 
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promcaples drawn up hy Senator George Machel 's report 
it all other partes also did so 


Mr Adams challenged the Brush Government to let 
Sean Fem jor mm the all-patty talks on Jone 10 even 
‘fo IRA ceasefire was declared Asked if the IRA 
would declare a new ceasefire, he replied: “1 don't know 
And, » tat « I'm concerned, my main concern af ths 
moment to ty and create the conditions where there 
ae proper peace talks. And that im the fire imvtance 
eam that those who contest an election, which we 
won wnt, should he accorded the same demactrax 
r tts > al other parties. he told BBC Radio 4's Today 
jecgcamme. The Goverarmsem has made ut clear that 
although Sinn Ferm would he allowed to fight the Ulster 
clectioms. 1 would not he allowed into the all -party talks 
unless the IRA renewed its ceasefire 


Sinn Fern was prepared to sgn up to the Machell 
princeples if the British and the Unronists also hacked 
them, Mr Adams sad Wf all of the other parties. 
with thew rocord of mvolvement im the conn te this 
wiuathon and including the Britwh Government, >» the 
comtest of proper and real all-party tals. ae prepared 
to sign up to the Michell principles, Sinn Fem... ae 
prepared to do cuactly the same, he sand 


But he warned «ft wnt goad enough for the British 
Government to he erecting any more ofetacles to 
peace talks and « wnt good enough for the Brash 
Goverament to he undermening any more the nights of 
those who would vote Senn Fern in this election 's there 
really a psychology owt there in the head of the British 
and Unonmst cetahiahment sccking peace, of is i a 
matter of trying to score pownts when there ae olive 
hramhes hemg offered’ The Senator and o*« colleagues 
were asked of a very lemted remit to ew COW some 
way of defusing the issue of decommission _ so thai it 
could Ne fesolved to everyone's satisfaction wd so that 
talks could hegmn. Now, are we gong to have talks on 
June 10° Tt appears to me. if your Pame Minister sticks 
by hes gums. that we're not goung to have talks on June 
10 because he 1s going to cxchade Sinn Fem. 


UK: Unionist Party's Trimble on All-Inclusive 
Taths 


LDS TT London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
mtnetch 1742 OMT May @ 


iBy lan Graham) 


[PRIS Transcribed Excerpt) Sine Fem present Gerry 
Adams sand tomgitt he was prepared to sign up for the 
Mii bel! principles of dec ommemonmng IRA weapons 
He sand fee party would do oo if all other partes dud 
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Til sgn up to the Machel! Princapies proweded every- 
one clee docs it and provided they ac withen the contest 
of proper all-party talks 


But the Northern Ircland Office saod ummedsately tha 1 
would not he cnough to get Sinn Fern inte the all -party 
talks which are duc to att on June 10 unless there was 
an IRA ceasctire as well, There has to he 4 coasctire, 
sand a spokesman 


Wah no IRA announcement of a ccasctire to date 
and 4 warning over the weekend from 4 semor Sinn 
Fem negotiator, Gerry Kelly, that one was unlikely mm 
advance of the all -party talks, ot was Dehewed Mr Adams 
was attempting to distance Somm Fem trom the terrorists 
m a tid to gan entry to the talks 


Ulster Unonst Panty icader David Trimble sand such a 
move would he a sham’. Sinn Fern had to sign up and 
honour the principles hefore they could porn the talks I! 
violence. im luding punnhment heatings comtinucd they 
would exclude themecives. Sonn Fem/IRA ae patt and 
parcel of the one organisation and for Sinn Fem to try to 
separate itself from the IRA, would appear te be somply 
a sham 


Mr Adam. mmterviewed for Election Facus of BBC 
Northern Ireland TV. sand) =A fa as | am comerned 
if Mr Major - given the history of Brith represson 
of the clam to purmdichen over our country, of the 
mvelvement on the conflat bere for such a long tome 


is prepared to sign up to Mitchell, | am prepared to sign 
up for Michell 


He added <TH sign up to the Mitchell princoples 
provided everyhady is domg i and provided they we 
within the contest of proper ali-party talks 


Mr Adarns side stepped a question of whether Sinn Fem 
would have to break with the IRA if he signed up and 
there was fo ceasefire We ae not the IRA 


He sand Sinn Fem policy sought disarmament. they did 
not restrict themecives to TRA weapons hut mcluded 
loyalist gums, the RUC [Royal Uleter Constabulary! 
British army and Royal insh Regiment 


These are all armed forces. there 1s pot post one armed 
force mm this situation [passage ometied) 


Ulster Unionist leader David Tremive contacted Mr Ma 
jor's offoe seeking assurances the Government would 
not give way to what he called Mr Adam's play ating 
erercise 


He sad My concern « that clements wethen d.: 
Northern Ircland (iffice will he tempted to allow Sime 
Fen to roach the talks tatie Pw the hack doce 
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Mr Trimtic wekomed any group etxh would acep 
the Machell report and all that « emphed bul sct two 
cemtaditaoms 


1 in ceder tor Sinn Foun to pattcopate m the tll 
process there must he 4 ceaschire mm place 


2 Senn Fem IRA as a whole must accept the Machel! 
report and implement and honour same 


He sand sotheng less was, of would he, acceptatic to hs 
patty [passage omitted) 


LK: Adar’ Statement on Mitchell Principles ‘No 
Surprive’ 

MSDI0S0RS2&) London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
mbnglish 21 May OH pli 


The IRA's Blame Game | 


[PRIS Tramsctihed Teast) Gerry Adatm 's announcement 
that Sonn Fern s prepared te vgn up to the oa Mitchell 
prenciples should Come as fo surptiee was presaged 
Py reports on some irish newspapers Last weekend, wha h 
iad ated that the repuMia an movement was aout to 
agree to ths move. Ito, rather, what 1 represents 
has hoon posertic sence Senator Mitchel! was firet asked 
to Produce recommendations on decommisonmg The 
repuPinan leadershap ts trying to distance Sinn Ferm 
from the IRA — partly Sec auw (hat organisation scems 
wnheely to declate a ceasefire Metore all party talks 
hegrn Mr Adem had already made ot cleat that Sinn 
Fem will tere op at the stat of these talks, and clam 
that «fs herng enyustly excluded Me will now argue that 
thes cuclusson dow y enjust, ance Sinn Fem has now 
signed up to Mitchell. etich demands a commitment 
to democrate and exclusively peaceful means. and 
the renunciation of the use of force’ The party will 
wguc that & ts pot the IR« and that, therefore, 1 1s not 
inreatcning anyone 


Rut Mr Adams's pledge. of course, & not worth the 
paper « could he written on If peace m Northern 
Ireland were not such a senous huseness, there might he 
thought to Re an clement of Mack Comedy in this attempt 
to separate the IRA from Sinn Fem. its mouthpiece 
Mr Adams has heer interned under suspicion of IRA 
memherstup Marion McGuinness. the Sonn Fem vice- 
president, has heen emperncned a» an IRA member in 
the Repuhix of Ireland Gerry Kelly. the Sinn Fem 
negotiator perhaps closest to IRA thinkong, is 4 former 
convicted homer. Sinn Ferm has grown out of the IRA, 
apd its Cupansion onto polities was ordered Py the Latter 
Teaniathon of the wake of the 198) hunger strikes ft 
wrmply the face of the TRA without its Palaclawa mask 


[Eatrtorial 


So what the repePican Movement trying to actueve’ 
By attempting to separate Sinn Feo from the IRA 


UNITED KINGDOM 


it ocflamly mks accentusng tensom fetworn tha 
ropulin ans who apparently wish semply to comtinuc 
the terror! campaign. and othets who seem om loo 
tor tactical call another coasctire But, for the whole 
movement, the advantages of thes Latest gamit outweigh 
the dh.advantages Kaowrng well that the IRA well never 
decommission its atm. Sinn Fem is playing the Mame 
game ft ts trying to persuade Duthie ond W astengtes 
that tthas walked the cutra mule for peace . and should 
he admutied to talks even if an IRA ccasctire has fot 
rhern called 


Its au, af thes stage ts te force the Ineh gowernment 
to call for ts. John Bruton, the Insh prime moenester 
1s hkely to come under further pressure from the mam 
oppessuon pocty. Panna Parl, tes admume'ration books 
to he peoted & lackeys of the Bras If Mr Breton 
dees oot saccam> Sinn Fern well Mame bem for lack 
Of progress tf be does, ot eel then move om te Mame 
Londen. As tat as Sinn Fern ts concerned. everyone ts 
tc Mame—apar trom the IRA. and therefore itse!! 


UK: SOLP Leader Outlines Parties blection 
Position 


MSD 10950) ~Belfad THE IRISH NIWS om Peel 
2iMa&% 


[Report hy Jom Fazpatrak SDLP Clantes Forum 
Postion —tecerved via Internet! 


[PBIS Transcrihed Test) The SDLP [Social Detmoacrat 
Labour Party] will boycott any aspect of the forum 
which tres to take over the work of all-party segot 
aooms, party leader John Mure sand yvesierday 


But the patty will participate im seswom dewpned to 
promte reconcihation, he sand a the laumh of the 
Patty s clechon campaign 


Unhke most other man partes. the SDLP did not 
prajuce a Manifesto, arguing that the forth cormung 
c‘atiom ae about one hire only —<resting a Maniate 
to wad parties to negotiations 


Instead Mr Hume delivered an cl chon Materment which 
ts out ‘he broad principles upon whah the party 
Neheves the talks should proceed and any agreement 
should he Pused 


Me made « clew that the was af Geacton the SDLP 
and its supporters had tot wanted Put was confident 
thal voters would come out on May 4) 


We o®viously were of the opimon throughout that 
clhxbom weere not teally pecessary—dhat all partes 
should have heen called directly to the tahic. hecausee 
a one Knows clachom can cause further oPetacies. and 
they re already staring to do & 
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“However given that the electoral process 1s now the 
way to that table, that’s the way we are going and we 
are asking the people to come out in strength,” he said. 


He was keen to clear up any remaining confusion over 
the SDLP’s attitude to the forum. 


“The overall position of the forum .s totally agreed by 
our party which 1s that there is no way we would engage 
mm any activity in the forum which would either seek to 


replace the all-party negotiations or provide an obstacle 
to the all-party negouations. 


“Any activity in the forum which 1s designed to promote 
confidence or reconciliation, or receive submissions 
from the public we would actively participate in that,” 
he said. 


Mr Hume said the “eyes of the world” would be 
focussed on the clecuion, and it was importa... that 
people demonstrated their desire for peace by speaking 
with their ballot papers. 


“Let us row leave behind the rhetoric of we past 
centuries ad prepare our society for the challenges of 
the 21s = ntury,” he said. 


UK: Republican Sinn Fein Calls For Boycott of 
blections 

MS21085102696 Belfast THE IRISH NEWS in English 
2] May % 


[Report by Phelim McAleer: “Boycott Poll For the New 
Stormont: Call’ —teceived via Internet] 


{[FBIS Tr.ascribed Text] The May ¥% elections are 
designed to produce “a new Stormont assembly in 
embryo the president of Republican Sinn Fein has 
claimed. 

Ruairi ©) Bradaigh was speaking at a press con‘erence 
organised by the party to cau for a boycott of the vote. 
Also present was former Irish government minister 


Kevin Boland and Independent Fermanagh councillor 
Tony McPhilips. 
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Mr © Bradaigh said suppor for the boycott campaign 
was growing in the nationalist community as it became 
clear where the clection ts leading. 


“The British aim is, after 27 years of conflict, to finally 
stabilise thew presence in Ireland with a new Stormont 
and cross-border boards. It will do nothing to bring 
closer a Brush withdrawal,” he said. 


Referring to John Major's newspaper article of last 
week Mr © Bradaigh said the prime minister pledged 
that whatever came out of the talks would be put to a 
referendum in Northern Ireland. 


“The bAtom line is the same undemocratic and parti- 
tionist head count that has fostered division and conflict 
for more than 70 years.” 


Bundoran Republican Sinn Fein councillor Joe O'Neill 
said the next two weeks will be critical for the people 
of Ireland. He said a boycott is the most effective way 
of resisting British plans 


“Nationalists should not listen to siren voices clavning 
that your vote will smash Stormont. The only effective 
way to smash Stormont is to deny your vote in this 
undemocratic election, he said 


Tony McPhiilips described the poll as a “selection 
not an clecuon.” He claimed that when his fellow 
independent councillor Patrick McCaffrey had protested 
that the clection was undemocratic “he was told by the 
provisionals he should shut up and accept the British 
rules 


Former Sinn Fein councillor from south Armagh Eamon 
Larkin said he had canvassed extensively in the area and 
found most people were opposed to the clecuion. “The 
only opposition we are having is from Provisionals. It 1s 
a case of the hunted turning gamekeeper and I thought 
I'd never see that day, he sad 
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Ireland: Bruton Urges IRA To Grasp ‘Unrivalled 
Opportunity’ 

MS2005133096 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in English 
17 May 9% p6 


[Report by Padraig Yeates: “Conditions Are Now Right 
To Seize the Chance for Peace, Taoiseach Tells IRA™] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Ennis—The Taoiseach [Irish 
Prime Minister] has appealed to the IRA to call another 
ceasefire and seize the “unrivalled opportunity” that now 
exists to create a peaceful resolution to the conflict in 
Northern Ireiand. 


Appealing to the IRA and to the Sinn Fein leadership, 
Mr Bruton said: “In any walk of life ming 1s important. 
It is important to see an opportunity when it arises and 
to seize ut. And I beleve thal we are now al a moment 
when seizing the opportunity should be the mouvating 
force of all those engaged in the peace process.” Mr 
Bruton was addressing the IMPACT conference in 
Ennis yesterday. 


Departing from his prepared scnpt. he conunued: “1 
beheve the uming is now right by any standards for 
a ceasefire by the IRA. I believe that such a ceasefire 
will provide an opportunity for Sinn Fein to take part 
im all-party talks. 


“Whereas previously we didn’t have a fixed date for all- 
party talks, and thal was a cause of much concern, there 
is now a fixed date of June 10th. The opportunity that 
1s there on that date must not be lost, because it may 
AM come again. 


“In addition to a fixed date, we have ground rules 
for those talks. First of »'l, there will be no internal 
settlement, internal to Northern Ireland. Any settlement 
thal 1s agreed hetween the British and Insh governments 
must be one that 1s not only internal but involves a 
North-South dimension and also involves Britain and 
Ireland 


“There is also a firm commutment today in the news- 
papers and previously. from the British government, to 
ensure that the talks leading to such an agreement will 
he genuinely comprehensive. 

“No ussue will he excluded and no parucular conclusion 
will be pre-ordained. In other words, the negouators will 
have absolute freedom. 


“There is also a clear statement in the legislation, which 
is enabling the process to be moved forward to June 
10th. to a umeframe for the discussions. There are and 
were concerns about the role an clected forum might 
play vis-a-vis the negotiations and that it mught interfere 
in some way that was not productive in the negotiations 
themse/ ves 
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“Assurances have been obtained on thal pont. The 
forum will be enurely separate trom the negotuations and 
indeed the negotiations will start on June 10 before the 
forum even meets, thereby underlining the independence 
of a negovating process and al! of those participating in 
it. 


“Furthermore, there's a clear statement from the British 
prime minister, from the United States president and 
from the Irish Government that the decommissioning 
issue will not become a block or a Mocking mechanism 
to the negotianons and will not prevent them from 
becoming comprehensive 


The Taoiseach continued: “Thirdly, the negotiations will 
take place against a background of an agreement be- 
tween the Irish and British governments on a frame- 
work for future relauions between Ireland and Britain. 
between Northern Ireland and the rest of the island, and 
within Northern Ireiand 


“In the framework document that was agreed in Febru- 
ary 1995S there is now something that was never there 
before: a detailed scheme agreed between Insh and 
British governments in regard to for example, the way 
in which North-South insututions would work 


“That provides a focus and a fallback for negotiators. 
It ensures that the negotiations will be senous and i 
has engaged the British and trish governments together 
in an agreement that makes sure negotiations will be 
senious 


Finally, Mr Bruton sani, we have now a loyalist 
ceasefire, a joyalist ceasefire that has held. That is an 
asset also that has to be valued and maintained. The 
loyalist ceasefire provides space for everybody to he 
involved. If combined with an IRA ceasefire, you will 
have the whole spectrum of opimion around the same 
table. 


“So, if | may sum up, timing 1s important. The assets 
that are there are as follows. We now have a fixed date 
We now have ground rules for the talks that guarantee 
no internal settlement, that guarantee that the talks will 
be urgent comprehensive and open to all, thal no issue 
is fuled in of ruled out and that, furthermore, guarantee 
that, while the forum does valuable work, it will not 
dictate of interfere with the negotiations 


‘We have thirdly a framework agreed between the Irish 
and Brush governments on the overall shape of an 
ulumate possible agreement, which ts there as a guild for 
negotiators. We have a prime minister, a president and 
a Government here that are commutted to making these 
talks work now, and we have now a loyalist ceasefire 
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“Five assets, five arguments that clearly indicate the 
logic of having a ceasefire now so that everybody 
can take the opportunity that exists on June 10th. | 
understand fully that time for consideration 1s needed, 
bul it's very important to ensure that we seize the 
opportunity while it 1s there. 


“Peaceful conditions must also be maintained during 
that period of consideration so that everyone can reflect 
in a constructive and forward-looking way on the 
opportunities that are there, rather than relapse into the 
negativity that has unfortunately marred so much of 
public discourse about Northern Ireland and the factors 
surrounding it. 


“We now have an unnvalled opportunity and it behoves 
everybody to seize that opportunity.” 


Ireland: Dublin, London Comment on Adams 
Announcement 


LD2005185196 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1841 GMT 20 May % 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] In a statement issued in Dubin, 
the Irish government said: “The announcement by Sinn 
Fein President Gerry Adams is very welcome. 


“Sinn Fein has now committed itself to support for inter 
alia ‘exclusively peaceful means of resolving politica 
issues’, to “oppose any effort by others to use force or 
thereafter to use force to influence the course of outcome 
of all party negotiations’ and to ‘urge that punishment 
killings and beatings stop and to take effective steps 
to prevent such actions’. These are very important 
commitments 
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“These Sinn Fein commitments represent a most signil- 
icant step in the movement to inclusive all-parly nego- 
uations. They underline the importance of the Mitchell 
report in that process. The government believes that al! 
sides should now agree to pursue the different elements 
of the report in resolving outstanding issues on decom- 
muissioning. 


"The government hope that today’s statement can be 
built on and that the IRA reinstate its ceasefire so that 
the circumstances will be might, including as set down 
and agreed in the February Communique, for the success 
of fully inclusive all-party talks on June 10.” 


The British government spelt out again tonight that there 
would be no place at the negouating table for Sinn Fem 
unless there was a new IRA ceasefire. 


The Northern Ireland Office said in a statement that both 
the British and Irish governments had made it plain “that 
Sinn Fein may only participate in all-party talks if there 
is an unequivocal restoration of the 1994 ceasefire by 
the IRA, with whom Sinn Fein are inextricably linked 
That remains paramount.” 


However, the Government “naturally welcomes” today’s 
indication from Mr Adams that Sinn Fein would not 
accept all the Mitchell principles of democracy and non- 
violence as they stand and that Sinn Fein had a positiw: 
and constructive attitude to the Mitchell report. 


“The Government trusts that this will enable Sinn “ein 
to make clear their total and absolute commitme:t to 
the Mitchell principles, as required of all parucipan in 
the negotiations by both governments.” 
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Germany: Commentary Criticizes U.S. Decision on 
Land Mines 

AU2005131096 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 20 May 96 p 12 


{Commentary by “ba”: “Not Leading™] 


[FBIS Translated Text} lt would befit a leading power to 
take a leading role in a slowly, though gradually increas- 
ing, international Movement against a particularly evil 
chapter of inhumanity and be at the forefront of devel- 
opments. Yet, regarding the issue of scrapping mines, 
the U.S. Administration has opted for a midfield po- 
sition. President Clinton's decision to end the use of 
anti-personnel mines without auto-destruct devices 1s 
below the expectations and demands of many Ameni- 
cans, including former soldiers up to the rank of General 
Schwarzkopf, the commander of the Gulf War. And not 
only because the use for training purposes and in Korea 
will be preserved. The pledge not to use such primitive 
mines in all other cases in the fucure was the minimum 
for America to avoid getting too close to the position 
of notorious opponents of the scrapping of mines, such 
as China. Clinton would not take the courageous step 
of effectively scrapping anu-personnel mines, as some 
comntnes have. However, America, the leading power 
in weapons technology, could be the nation that could 
afford such a step most casily. 


Germany: Kinkel Urges International Warrant for 
Karadzic, Mladic 

AU2005122696 Hamburg BILD AM SONNTAG 

in German 19 May % p 5 


[ ‘Guest’ commentary by Federal Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel: “Karadzic Must Disappear'”| 


[FBIS Translated Text) Serb leader Karadzic and his 
General Miadic personify one of the worst chapters in 
Europe after World War Il. That is why they, and not 
only their henchmen, must be called to account by the 
International Court in The Hague as responsiable for 
the terrible acts of cruelty. After all, only justice will 
make reconcihavon and peace possible in the former 


Yugoslavia 


The Dayton peace accord stspulates that alleged war 
criminals must not engage in any political activities. 


They must also be stripped of any influence they can 
exercise behind the scenes 


Therefore, | clearly told President Milosevic dunnag 
my visit that he must help extradite Karadzic, Miad.. 
and thew helpers. They must no longer disturb the 
clecuon preparations and the process of democratization 
in Bosma 
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Therefore, an arrest warrant thal is applicable beyond 
the terntory of Serbia and Pale is overdue. That is 
something | have requested from The Hague’s chief 
prosecutor Goldstone. An internauiona! arrest warrant 
would step up the pressure to extradite Karadzic and 
Mladic. 


We support those Serbian forces in Bosnia that partc- 
ipate in the implementation of the Dayton peace ac- 
cord and are preparing for the first free elections with 
democratic means. This is where the United Nations, 
NATO, and the Europeans are joining forces: Karadzic 
and Miadic must disappear’ 


Germany: Kinkel, Solana Call For Karadzic's 
Resignation 

L.D2005200796 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1845 GMT 20 May 96 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt} Bonn (DDP/ADN }—German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinke!l and NATO Secretary 
General Javier Solana have both called for the resig- 
nation of the Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzx 
After talks with Solana, Kinkel said at Petersberg in 
Bonn this evening that, in line with the Dayton peace 
agreement, Karadzic has to “disappear” from the politi- 
cal stage. Moreover, he has to hand himself over to the 
UN tribunal in The Hague or must be extradited. The 
same applies to Bosman Serb General Ratko Miadx 
Solana supported these Jemands 


Kinkel and Solana met on the sidelines of a confer- 
ence of experts at the Petersherg guest house that was 
discussing the disposal of nuclear, chemical, and con- 
ventional weapons. [passage omitted} 


Germany: Kinkel Urges Improved Investment 
Climate in E. Europe 

L.D2005192696 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1648 GMT 20 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Bonn (DDP/ADN }—Despue the 
fact that they have the highest growth rates in Europe 
German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel is of the view 
that the countries of Central and Eastern Europe have 
to improve their climates for investment decisively 
Enforceable legal norms and reliable hanking and stock 
market systems are needed, Kinke! sand in Bonn today 
at a conference of the German ambassadors to the 
Central and Eastern European countries associated to 


the European Union 


The expansion of the European Union is not only 
a great opportunity for the countnes of Central and 
Eastern Europe, the minister stressed ft also gives 
the European Union a chance to revitalize Europe 
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aS an investment location with regard to international 
competion, something that it needs to do anyway, 
he said. “We therefore have to make every effort to 
make the entry of the associated countries possibile.” 
The association stategy that was decided under the 
German Presidency at the end of 1994 has proved itself. 


However, the “structured dialogue” with the countries of 


Central and Eastern Europe should be deepened further 
and brought to life, Kinkel said. He also agreed with 
the proposal made by his French counterpart, Herve de 
Charette, to convene a standing conference of the EU 
and Central and Eastern European countries once the 
intergovernmental conference 1s over, which will devote 
itself exclusively to the subject of entry. 


The EU will probably decide on the start of membership 
negotiations at the end of 1997 in the light of the 
posiuon of the commission. None of the countries 
wishing to join should be disadvantaged in any way 
in this process. The ability of each country to join has 
to be evaluated according to its individual situation and 
efforts. “As far as we are concerned, all the associated 
countries are welcome in the European Union, as 
soon as the preconditions are fulfilled and a common 
contractual basis is found,” Kainkel is reported to have 
sad. 


Germany: Kohl's No Tax Increase Pledge Termed 
‘Hollow’ 

AU2008145896 Hambure DER SPIEGEL in German 
20 May % pp 93-94 

[Unattnbuted report: “The Hope Factor’ | 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bavarian Finance Minister 
Erwin Huber can still remember what Chancellor Koh! 
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said last summer. “There will be no tax increases 
while | am chancellor, said Kohl, intending to dispel 
speculation about tax increases; for example, the value 
added tax. Yet Kohl's pledge seems to have been a 
hollow one, at least since last week, when financial 
assessors noted two-figure loopholes in the federal and 
laender budgets, so that the chancellor's pledge to retain 
existing tax rates is no longer tenable. 


The growth depression—the term used by those in 
power to disguise the problems with the economic 
structure and development—has in the meantime turned 
into a veritable hole. 


Last Wednesday Kohl was forced to admut to the EU 
Commission in Brussels: ‘Contrary to expectations, we 
in Germany are in an economic slump.” 


Germany can come nowhere near to fulfilling the harsh 
Maastricht monetary criteria this year. Kohl's republic 
has even dropped to bottom place on the EU scale. 
and 1s virtually “the sick man of Europe” according to 
FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE. [passage omitted] 
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France: De Charette W clcomes UN Offer of Food France: Spokesman Stresses Need for Lebanon 

to Iraq Monitoring Group 

BR2105075796 Paris AFP in French BR210SO0906% Pans AFP im French 

2113 GMT 20 May 96 1535 GMT 20 May % 


(FBIS Translated Text} Paris, 20 May (AFP)}—France 
“is happy” that Irag has accepted the United Nations’ 
“ol for food” resolution which is designed to “ease 
the suffering’ of the Iraqi people, French Foreign 
Minister Herve de Charetie said on 20 May. The French 
munister stressed that this “humanitarian” measure was 
just “provisional.” 


This agreement provides for the sale of oil in exchange 
for the purchase of provisions and medicines under strict 


UN supervision 


“The signature of an agreement between Irag and 
the UN secretary general on the implementation of 
Resolution 986 is an extremely positive development 
whch France warmly welcomes, Mr. de Charette was 


reported as saying Dy the munistry’s spokesman. 


“The decline of the humanitarian situation in Irag meant 
that every effort had to be made to case the suffering of 
the population. France has proven to be extremely active 
in this connection. In particular at the end of December 
1995 France received Iragi Vice Pnme Minister Tarig 
"Amz, to whom it highhghted the sense of Iraq's 
acceptance of this humanitarian text,” Mr. de Charetic 
stressed. 


“Resolution 986, which this agreement will impler -nt, 
institutes provisional humanitarian arrangements | | fe- 
spect of the embargo umposed on Irag by the UN Secu- 
rity Council,” the foreign munister said. 


“ht will apply while we await the implementation of 
Paragraph 22 of Resolution 687, which—when the time 


is nghi—will authorize the normal resumption of oil 
exports by Irag. It 1s not a substitute for this,” Mr. de 
Charette concluded. 


France: President “hirac Receives Lebanese Prime 
Minwster 


LD2005172696 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1700 GMT 20 May % 


[FBIS Translated Text) France hopes that the consul- 
tative committee on the reconstrucuon of Lebanon will 
be set up soon. That is what Jacques Chirac said today 
to Lebanese Prime Minister Rafig al-Harin, who visited 
him at the Elysee Palace. 


(FBIS Translated Text] Pans, 2) May (AFPP)}—The 
French foreign minister has stressed ‘the urgency 
of reaching an agreement on the establishment of 
a Supervision commillce to monitor the cease-fire in 
southern Lebanon. The five member countnes of this 
committee are duc to hold a final mecting in Washington 
on 20 May. 


“We hope that this meeting will enable us to reach 
an agreement and that the committee will be abic 
to start work. Foreign Ministry Spokesman Jacques 
Rummelhardt said on Monday 


When asked about the clash thal occurred im southern 
Lebanon on 19 May between the pro-lraman Shute 
Hizballah and an Istach patrol, the spokesman said that 
he did not have ‘any detailed information. Hence ‘the 
urgent need to reach an agreement in Washington. he 
explained. 


The supervision committee, comprising French, US 
Israch, Lebanese, and Syrian troops, will thus contain 
clements that will enable it to assess the situation based 
on actual evidence on the ground. the spokesman 
reiterated. 


The agreement reached on 16 May-——which 1s sul 
waiting for the green light from the governments in 
question—stipulates the modus operand: of the cease. 
fires’s supervision commuttee 


France: Foreign Ministry Confirms Troops 
Deployed in Bangui 

BR2008122696 Paris AFP on French 

1129 GMT 20 May % 


([FBIS Translated Text} Paris, 20 May (AFPP)—The 
French Foreign Ministry confirmed on 20 May that 
French troops had been deployed and reinforced im 
Bangui to protect foreigners from the unrest that has 
been afflicting the city since 18 May 


“Measures have been taken to guarantee the security of 
our nationals and thos of fnendly countnes, Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman Jacques Rummelhardt said 


The French Defense Ministry indicated on Saturday that 
1,400 French troops were based in the Central African 
Republic, half of them in Bangui and the other half in 
Bouar (northwest) 


France believes that dialogue must of necessity be en- 
gaged in in the Central African Republic between the 
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authorities and the representatives of the rebels, “in com- 
pliance with the institutional order and the democratic 
instituuions,” Mr. Rummelhardt added. “Moreover, so- 
lutions to the existing problems must be found quickly.” 


Mr. Rummelhardt confirmed that there were no victims 
among the 2,500 French nationals living in the Central 
African Republic. 


The number of victims is six dead and 40 wounded 
since the mutiny broke out on Saturday in the Central 
African Republic capital of Bangui where French sol- 
diers deployed in the streets have started grouping for- 
cigners together. 


France: Millon Confirms Maintaining Air 
Transport Capacity 

BR2108102396 Paris AFP in French 

1745 GMT 20 May % 


(FBIS Translated Text} Paris, 20 May (AFP)—French 
Defense Minister Charles Millon confirmed in Toulouse 
on 20 May that France's air transport capacity “will be 
maintained at an identical level” in the years to come. 


“The aif transport capacity (of the French Armed 
Forces) will be maintained at an identical level for the 
simple reason that from our point of view strength of 
projection is a key function for our country’s defense, 
for the protection of our vital interests, for prevention 
and deterrence,” the minister said. 


“That is why it is essential for us to retain this transport 
capacity. It will be maintained not only using the aircraft 
with which our Air Force is currently equipped, but 
also in the future with the future transport plane of the 
new generation,” Mr. Millon added, having just visited 
the 11th Parachute Division, which is one of the main 
components of the Rapid Action Force (RAF). 


“The Defense Ministry is totally committed to the pro- 
duction of the transport plane of the new generation. 
Bearing this in mind, we approached Prench and Euro- 
pean industrial companies with a view to ensuring the 
design, development, and subsequently construction of 
4 tWansport plane that corresponds to the needs of the 
European countries,” he said. 


Mr. Millon believes “we must very clearly redefine 
the specific requirements and means of development” 
of dus aircraft. as well as “specifying the production 
details very clearly in a ‘otally European manner within 
the framework of a consortium, so that the prices of 
manufacture are kept to a minimum.” 


In the 1997-2000 military programming bill, approved 
by the Counci! of Ministers on 13 May, the government 
did not carmark any funds for the development of a 
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military transport plane of the future (FLA [Future 
Large Aircraft}), but did reserve a budget of 650 
million francs for the acquisition of “FLA”-type aircraft 
intended to replace the present Transal! machines. 


France: Millon Confirms Pullout From MEAS 
Project 


BR2005143296 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
in French 20 May 96 pil 


[Report by Olivier Provost} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Defense Minister Charles 
Millon has just informed the deputies on the National 
Assembly's Defense Commitice that “the MEADS 
(medium extended air defense system) missile program 
does not correspond to our straiegic needs or our 
financing capabilities. Therefore, France will not par- 
ucipate.” Never could the death sentence for France's 
participation in this vast international anumussile mis- 
sile project—a sort of transatlantic super Patriot—have 
been pronounced so tersely. So, goodbye to the 20 
percent which Paris was supposed to have contributed 
to the MEADS, a project estimated at 200 billion francs 
which was to be split 50-50 between the Americans 
(with Hughes General Moiors allied with Raytheon 
and Loral allied with Honeywell) and the Europeans, 
namely the French (Acrospatiale and Thomson CSF), 
Germans (Dasa Daimler-Benz Acrospace and Siemens), 
and Italians (Alenia). 


France, which recently postponed signing the coop- 
cration agreement, prefers to concentrate on its own 
less ambitous program Aster antimissile missile sys- 
tem. This system came out of the Prench-ltalian co- 
operauon within the Eurosam consortium comprising 
Acrospatale, Thomson CSF, and Alenia. 


France's withdrawal undermines the ambitious MEADS 
project, especially as on the U.S. side some quarters, 
including the White House, are hardly in favor of it, 
mainly because of its cost. As for the Italians, given 
their problems, it is hard to see how they 
will finance their shares in Aster and MEADS. 


Lastly, Dasa still has plans to form an alliance with 
Acrospatiale in missiles, which could lead to its de facto 
inclusion in Aster—uniess Germany prefers to play the 
U.S. card, or even the card of Prench rival Matra. 
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France: Foreign Ministry on C¥?. Treaty, Mideast, 
Bosnia 


BR170S124296 (Internet) French Ministry of Foreign 


Affairs WWW in French 15 May % 


[Daily press briefing by Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardt to unidentified reporters at the 
Foreign Ministry in Paris on 15 May) 

{(FBIS Translated Excerpt} [passage omuited] 
Conference Reviewing the CFE Treaty 


[Rummethardt} Today {!5 May] marks the start of the 
first conference reviewing the treaty on conventional 
armed forces in Europe. This treaty, referred to as the 
CFE Treaty, was signed in Paris in 19°O and stipulates 
the allocations of conventional arms tc the 30 signatory 
countries; in other words, the members of the former 
Warsaw Pact and the countries of the Allantic alliance. 


This conference to review th. weaty, which was pro- 
vided for in Article 21 of the treaty, i being attended 
by the 30 signatory countrics with » +~w to assessing 
how well the treaty is working. 


The conference will also aim to implement the measures 
required to ensure the future viability of the treaty, 
bearing in mind the development of the geostrategic 
situation in Europe. 


France's representative, Ambassador Bernard Miyet, 
will address the conicrence today. France hopes this 
conference will be a success and expects a consolidation 
of the teaty which constitutes a key factor in Europe's 
stability and confidence and must remain a major 
element of this stability and confidence in the future. 
Prance has a twofold objective: First, to settle the 
technical or more structural problems such as the one 
to do with flanks that have arisen with respect to the 
weaty’s implementation; and second, to pave the way for 
a subsequent debate leading to the treaty’s adaptation to 
the new geostrategic situation in Europe. 


[Reporter] Do you mean to take account of the break-up 
of the USSR” 


{[Rummethardt} Yes, among other things. 
[Reporter] What are the Russians demanding” 


[Rummethardt} Everyone has agreed to review the 
balance of conventional arms in Europe and reduce them 
to an equal level. 


[Reporter] Are there any controversial issues regarding 
the review of this treaty” 


[Rummethardt} Just like when a suit is made to measure. 
there is sometimes a siceve thal requires adjusting or 
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something about the cut at the back that 1s unsatisfactory 
and needs dealing with. 


Middle East 


[Reporter] How are the discussions in Washington on 
the establishment of the supervision committee going’ 


{[Rummejhardt}) These talks resumed yesterday and wil! 
continue today. They are being held in a positive 
atmosphere and some progress was made yesterday in 
the search for a solution that is acceptable to ail parties 
with a view to the rapid, operational establishment of 


the supervision commiutice. 


The recent incidents in southern Lebanon have under- 
lined the urgency of concluding these talks. Once again 
our approach is not based at all on self-conceit. It is not 
a question of pushing one set of proposals rather than 
another, but rather of coming up with practicable pro- 
posals, in other words proposals that are acceptable to 
all parties and that can guarantee the implementation of 
the agreement reached on 26 April, which itself had put 
an end to the spiral of violence and should prevent this 
spiral of viclence from resuming in one way or another. 


So the French proposal is that we find our way to 
reaching an agreement. 


{Reporter} What are the major points of contention still 
remaining? 


|Rummethardt} Let us not talk about what divides us' 
Let us talk about what we have in common, namely 
the desire to achieve a positive result. When we have 
reached an agreement we can discuss it and get down 
to specifics. 


[Reporter] Why has no agreement been reached yet’ 


{[Rummethardt} Because the various parties have not 
managed 10 agree to accept some provision or other of 
the arrangements proposed by such and such a party. 


[Reporter] Will the commitice be composed of military 
of civilan personnel? 


{[Rummethardt} We must find a committee that will 
enable the agreement reached on 26 April to be im- 
plemented. We shall sec, once an agreement has been 
reached, whether the committee is political and military, 
military only, or something else. 


[Reporter] Is France in the running to chair this com- 
mittee” 


[Rummethardt} Prance must play an mportant role in 
the existence of this committee and its ‘uncuoning 
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France-Qatar 


[Reporter] Has the Qatari foreign munister had talks 
other than those with Mr. de Charette during his stay in 
Paris” 

(Rummelhardt} Yes, Shaykh Bin-Jabbur Mohammad 
Bin Jassem Bin Jabr al Khalifa was also received by 
Defense Minister Charlies Millon who also invited him 
to lunch. 


This meeting enabled the final touches to be put to 
our defense Cooperation agreement signed on | August 
1994. The mecting also enabled us to reaffirm both 
partes’ desire to develop their military cooperation, 
both in terms of contracts between the respective 
armed forces and regarding the organization of joint 
maneuvers. 


The French Government is committed to preserving the 
sovereignty of and stability in the state of Qatar. 


Prance, like Qatar, has always demonstrated its desire to 
work towards maintaining peace, security, and stability 
in the Gulf region. 


[Reporter] Were any contracts signed at the end of these 
talks? 


[Rummethardt} The mecting was one held between two 
munisters, not with the heads of companies. 
Former Yugoslavia 


{Reporter} Do you have any comment to make on the 
agreement about the Croat-Muslim Federation reached 
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in Washington yesterday which was mostly concerned 
with its Armed Forces’ 


{(Rummethardt} The Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina 
is one of two enutes in the Republic of Bosma- 
Herzeg:/vina. it is a fragile pillar. Consequently all cf- 
forts designed to strengthen the federation are welcome 


At the end of the mecung held in Washington yesterday 
both patues reaffirmed the commitments they had 
made previously, especially regarding the law on the 
Organization of defense and the law on the budget. We 
hope that the deadlines adopted for the honorng of these 
commutments will this me be respected 


Taiwan 


[Reporter] Will France be represenied at the ceremomes 
held to swear in the new Taiwanese president’ 


{Rummelhardt} France does not maintain diplomatx 
relauons with Tarwan 

[Reporter] Will members of the France-Tarwan tnend- 
ship group be present’ 

{Rummelhardt} No representative of the French Gov- 
ernment will be attending. [passage omitted) 
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Italy: Clinton Plays ‘Tromp Card’ Renewing China 
“Mtatus 

BR2IOSO928V6 Milan IL SOLE 24 ORE in Itahan 

21 May % pS 


[Arucle *y Giovanm Padula “Clinton: China Must 
Keep Most Favored Nation Status |] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] New York — After playing 
the wade sanction card last week im order to keep up 
the pressure on China, Bill Clinton yesterday played 
the trump card of detente with the emerging Asian 
superpower Addressing the economic council of Pacific 
rm countries, the White House chief asked Congress to 
renew Beings MPN status for another year, affording 
foreign companies which cxport goods and services to 
the United States preferenual customs treatment. 


At the forum hemg held in Washington this year, and 
which comprises the 19 fastest-growing cconomues im 
the Pacific, Clinton reiterated the strategic reasons which 
make tt advisatc to use a Carrot-and-stick strategy with 
the Chinese Government. [passage omitted] 


(ne false step m foreign polkcy may erode part of the 
substantive lead which Clinton has built up in the past 
few months over his nval Bob Dole. That is why the 
President's andes are continuing to stress that trade ties 
with China must not be undermined: Within the next 
20 years the country is likely to become the world’s 
leading economic power, thousands of U.S. companies 
are continuing to tavest in China's most advanced 
regions, and an increasing number of US 
are targeting this area, thus creating jods in the Unned 
States [passage omitted] 


A trate war hetween the two countries would 7 
not only that trade, but also U.S. companies 
contracts for the construction of infrastructures im om: 
The General Electric turbines for the three canyons” [as 
pubiished) dam is only one of many Cases. 


Italy: Prodi’s Speech to Senate on Confidence V ote 
Previewed 

2108102496 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
2] May 


[Report signed “G.L.”: Prodi’s Platform: Larger Allo- 
cations to Munscepalites and a Labor Alliance’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Rome — "We are a great coun- 
try These words embody the message that Prime Min- 
ister Romano Prod: will deliver to the Senate tomorrow 
afternoon im the most important speech of his life: the 
speech in which he will ask parhament to give a vote 
of confidence mm his center-Left government. We are a 
great country and this ts a unique, unrepeatadie oppor. 
tunity, and if we waste it, the prime munister will add. 
Italy will suffer a very senous Dow 


ITALY 19 


His platform speech to patlament © ocatly ready, 
having been drafted Saturday and Sunday [18-149 May! 
in Bologna and worked on further yesicrday at the Chigi 
Palace [prime minister's office] hetween mectings held 
to choose his under secretaries 


Throughout the day Prodi took only one rest. at dunner 
ume, when he went for a cofice in a bar on Via del 
Corso very close to the Chigi Palace. The prime muanister 
left by the front door on foot and a few menutes later 
he returned through another entrance without releasing 
any statements. Then with the under secretaries to the 
Prime Minister's Office —- Ennco Michel) and Arturo 
Parisi, due to he appointed today — the prime munister 
conunued working on his speech, which he will show 
to his manisters today 


The country needs unity, not divissons. Thas means a 
resolute “no” to secessionism —. the main cause of the 
split with the League before the clectiom — anda yes 
to federalism, as stated in the Olive Tree manifesto 
But the prime cause of splits in the country, Prod 
will stress, os the critical cconomec gulf between the 
North, with its full employment, and the South, with mts 
unemployment. Therefore the first item on the apenda 
both in his speech and im his government program is 
the Labor Pact. This will involve the government, trade 
umons, and industry in secking solutions to the No. | 
probiem—unemployment. This, Prodi heheves, 1s the 
challenge from which the new goverament s action mus! 
proceed, the sign that Italy has turned over a new ical 
and that it is on the way to hocoming a leading Country 


Jobs cannot, however, be created by waving a magn 
wand, and so the country must be given healthy fonances 
and efficient administration Those are two other key 
points in the speech which Prod: will deliver to the 
Senate tomorrow, so one of the main novelves mm the 
government's program will be the proposal of fisca’ 
federalism and the extension of tat autonomy to local 
authorives 


Italy: Prodi Places Priority on Unemployment, \ init 
to US. 

BRIO0S 141996 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 

in ltahan 19 May % p? 


[Imerview with Iahan Prime Minister Romano Prock 
by Vittano Monti in Bologna, date not given «Prod: | 
Will Start With Unemployment. My Fiorw View Will Be 
to the United States To See Clinton | 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Bologna Carrying tis 
own suitcase, be fan to catch the tram, bke post a 
ordinary commuter He jouned the smoker + cat because 
the others were full The only novelty was that Romano 
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Prod: traveled fret class. His prime munisterial aorcraft 
was feady, but although cnutied to ti. he sand “no, 
thanks [passage omitted) 


[Monu! Mr. Prodi, you have become head of govern- 
ment bul you sull have to carry your own suttcases. 


[Prodi] That seems quite ncrmal to me. 

{Moot} Bul a icast you could have someone to carry 
your luggage 

[Prodi] This is not the first tome I have had to look after 
myself. 

[Mont] Is this quite normal’ 


[Prodi] Unfortunately, in Italy government has often 
entailed small instances of misuse of power. 


[Mont} Will you continue paying these famuly-style 
visits’ 


[Prodi] W cnever posible. On 19 May | want to be at 
Ciampiny to meet the pope on his return from Slovema. 
Om that accasion | will have to take the state asrcraft. 


[Moot] That will be your official debul a prime 
munister. How do you feel about that’ 


[Prodi] it & a good way to start 
[Mont] When will you pay your first major visit 
abroad’ 


[Prodi] In mid-June | will view the United States as 
duty president of the European Union. | will also have 
a mectng with Clinton precisely in my capacity as bead 
of the Kalian Government 


[Monti] Will you be tackling any domestic political 
msues night away’ 

{Prods} Unemployment. 

[Monti) Will there \\ a major labor agreement” 
{Prodi} | am so tired that | would sow like to talk 


condrvons for new job places, espectal 
where it is a critical problem. [Prod ] 


the 22 -page draft of his speech, in which be will ask 
the Senate for its vote of confidence, and he consulted 
with Arturo Parwi, who will he under secretary to the 
Prime Minister's Office 


[Moat| Excuse my frankness, but was your decision 
not to take the state wrcraft in favor of the tran merely 
a Cunning move’ 


{Prodi} You know very well that | like the tram a lot. 
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{Monu]| [Former President) Perun: won over the Malian 
people yust after he was clected when he pan he own 
fare back to Genoa. 


[Prodi] It is always better if you can save the state 
moncy. 

([Monu]} Over a century ago another Bolognese, Marco 
Minghet, became prime munister on the basis of onc 


key issue — budgetary reform 

[Prodi] My objective ts the same 

[Monu}) When will you present yoursel! to the Senate’ 
[Prodi] Wednesday. [Prodi ends} [passage omuticd) 


The prime munister really loves cycling, especially that 
of the golden years. when it was all tactics and sweat. 
But it 1s also a metaphor for all that Romano Prod: will 
ask from the ltalian people. He does not like young 
sportsmen who stop at the very beginning, a soon as 
the going gets tough 


[Mont:) Are you like a cyclist’ 


[Prodi] Do you know why Biagio Cavanna, famous for 
discovering [cyclist] Coppi, had no confidence in Fausto 
(Copp) at first? He use to say: “Only someone who has 
heen as a Construction worker of a farmer can be a 
racing cyclist. Fausto, however, is just a boy You see, 
what he meant 1s that he was not hungry cnough to he 
able to go all out for the finish 


{Mont} So in other words, you have to be tough. Is that 
why. after the swearing-in ceremony at the President's 
Office, you just ale a sandwich af the Par, instead of 
attending a gala dinner’ 


[Prodi] That is something that many Italians do. it seems 
to me quite normal. 


{Monts} On its way to the Chigi Palace [prime minister's 
office), your bus traveled not via the igh society salons 
but through the more genuine Maly of the ordinary hard 
working people who keep this country running 


[Prodi] There is a beautiful poem by Gianni Rodan 
about ordinary people. The kind of racing cyclists who 
would fill their bottle at the fountain. They seem to 
carry huge bags on thew backs, like a ma! man But 
those racing cyclists are essential in order to secure the 
victory of champions such as Bartali and Copm 

[Monti] Is this elegy for the common man a metaphor 


for our country’ In other words, does mean that we 
must all work to do our duty, whichever role 8. fave 


to play” 
{Prods} Without teamwork, there can be no victory And 
that goes for the government. above all 
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Spain: Aznar Seeks Talks With UK on Gibraltar 


LDI7082022906 Madrid TVE Internacional Teleunon - 


in Spanish 1300 GMT 17 May % 


[PBIS Translated Excerpt) In Gibraltar, Peter Caruana, a 
lheral and the leader of the Social Democratic Party, is 
preparing to form a government after obtasmng almost 
SO percent of the vote im yesterday's clections, which 
guaranices bum 4 majority in the rock's parliament. 
Caruana’s priorities have focused on job creation and 
casing tension between Spain and the Un:ted Kingdom 


[Correspondent Alazne Maturana) [passage omitted} 
Caruana has asked the Madnd government to abolish 
its border controds: 


[Begin Caruana recording] Of course, | call on the 
Spanish Government to proceed to use the border and 
operate the border as for any other border in Europe, 
“% part of more friendly relations as neighbors. lend 
recording] [passage omutied] 

(Unidenufied correspondent) Pnme Minister Jose Mana 
Aznar declined to make any assessment of the clecton 
results in Gibraltar, because, he said, what the govern- 
ment wants is for the authorities in Gibraltar to adopt 
measures on illegal drug trafficking operaticas that af- 
fect Span 

[Begin Aznar recording) In the first mectings that 
Foreign Minister Abe! Matutes has had woth his b. itush 
coumerpart [Malcolm Rifkind]... [pauses) The British 
Goverament ts obviously aware that we are interested 
in discussing the problem of Gibraltar. I believe we are 
gorng to do this in the coming weeks, and in any case let 
me say 1 soems to me essential for the British authorities 
to adopt rapid and firm measures to prevent anything 
ihent in the contest of —in the context of 
Gibraltar: That is, acvons clearly of drug wafficking and 
smuggling fend recording} 


Spain boretgn Minister on Helms- Burton, 
Gibraltar Policies 

BROS 142196 Madrid ABC in Spanish 18 May % 
pp 28.30 


[Interview with Spanish Foreign Minister Abel Matutes 
by Luts Ayllon, place and date not given: “Matutes: | 
Would Not Hesitate To Close the Gibraltar Border If it 
Were Required by the Situation” | 


[PBIS Translated Text) A former soccer player a Real 
Club Deportivo Espanol, he is reported to have said: 
Soccer ts about the only area where | have arrived from 
the lef” Now, aged 34, having obtained the Foreign 
Ministry for the first time, Atel Matutes still gets out 
of bed at OND and exercises for one-half hour to keep 
the shape seeded to fly abroad once of twice a work. 


obliges me to ask as my first question on whether there 


Gibraltanan police has been taking some action, albert 


then | will be the first person to be willing to restore 
the sttuavon 


{Aylion] When you speak of taking measures, are you 


hinting that this government is prepare’ to close the 
border again” 


[Matutes} We are not ruling out any measure We 
ae trying to match our response to the conflict's 
dimensions. The border was closed and the first Socialist 
government believed ii had to be opened. | had my 
douls then on whether the measure was approniiate and 
I sull do. lt would perhaps have heen better to negouate 
compensations in return for that unconditional opening. 
hut for the sake of the continuity of Spanish foreign 
policy we will do what we can to keep the border open 
You cannot open it and close it like some kind of circus 
act, but if the situation af a given moment requires 1 
then | will not hesitate. In any case, I repeat that | thnk 
that move is currently not justified. 


[Aylion} Has not Spain been slightly defensive by cen. 
tering the debate on the probiern of illegal trafficking 
and leaving aside the claims over the rock's sover- 
cignty’ b. .ve you any few, imagimative proposal to pro- 
mote progress in that disprec’ 
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(Matutes} We are gong to restart Mlatcral Lalks of sov- 
cragnty with the Brush Goverpment focusing caclu- 
sively on that issuc. You cannot hope to resolve thus 
kand of thing from one yea to the next. We have to 
comtumue *0 create consensus and instil! confidence he- 
tween the two sides. Insofar as Spain has been an abso- 
lutely reliable partner in NATO there will probably be 
a more unde-standing attitude on the part of the British 
Government. 


[Aytion}] Do you mean that up unul now there has not 
been’ 

(Matutes}] | am oot saying that there has not been, but 
that i could be still more understanding. The British 
Government is acting in 4 very moderate way, trying to 
find solutions. It is just that what they have offered us 
80 far ts not acceptabic. 


really believe that Spain still has time to join the group 
of countries that will adopt the single currency’ 


([Matutes} We arc making an cffort to get there and 
we heleve we can, despite the difficull situation our 
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that decision appear logical to you” 


}] The Commission has understood that the 
in Cuba we not mght for that agreement. 
Mt was pot asking for the democratization process 
to be complete, « did think that a minimum 
of imal reforms were necessary so Chat the agreement 
could be signed later in a period of full democratizavon. 
These reforms did not come, however | am sorry about 
that because Cuba wil! always be close to the heart of 


the Spanish people 

[Aylion}] Where bilateral relations are concerned, what 
changes will the People’s Party government be intro- 
ducing’ 

[Matutes| Spain's major Commetmrnt is with the Cuban 
people. We want the Cubans to be able to freely clect 


i 
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for foregners. That is why we want Cubs to roman a 
major prority and to cncourage our Companies to trade 
and invest in thal country. 


[Aylion}] Will imtergoveramental cooperavon he sus- 


i 


(Matutes} It wall remain suspended with regad to loans 
and donations as long as there are fo signs of the 
shgmtest change We will mantan our humanitatian 
ad to mect the most urgent aceds of the population 
That will be channeled through NGO's with proven 
effectiveness and honesty. Where grants ae concerned, 
we ae looking into ways of providing thal service to 
Cuban youth, secking guaranices that the grants we 
awarded in accordance with the students’ merits, with 
no kind of poliucal discrimination 


[Aylion] How do you plan to help Spanish compames 
investing in Cuba’ 

[Matutes] We must give some freedom to our husiness- 
men and then it will be up to cach company to assume 
its risks according to the situation. We are not specit- 
cally goung to push for investments in Cuba, nor will we 
try to stop them either. We need to imcrease the gus- 
antecs for the investments made by our Compames and 
therefore we will try to conclude investment! protection 
agreements with all world countries, including Cuba 


[Aylion] Will any measures be adopted as a reaction to 
the application in the United States of the Heims- Burton 
law’? 


[Matutes] For us that law is completcly unacceptatic. 
and the EU Council of Ministers has already spokes of 
adopung 1 common position The European Comms. 
sion has already sect the wheels in motion to bring the 
law before the WTO). I hope the Unned States will re 
consider its position 


[Ayllon] While several months have gone by without 
further disruptions im our relabons with Equatonal 


Guinea, it is still a pending matter of Spanish forrign 
policy. What are the minister's wiews of that maticr’ 


[Matutes] It is im our interests to wee the carrot rather 
than the stick, thal is to say to Continue to promote 
dialogue between the political forces and estatish a 
framework im which the government. opposition, and 
ctuzens feel at case because thew nights are gust antcal 
We ae prepared to help with more cooperation and 
above al] bringing a more gencrows response cut of the 
EU. However, it is more up to the Guincans than wm 


[Aylion] Cooperation with Guinea is at a very low ehh 


[Matutes} Yes i 1s. However, to mncrease tt the apparent 
improvement in the situation must really take root and 
progress must he irreversbic 
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Minister Filah. he was dehghted what 


going to be one of our priorities. We we not aiming 
to he 4 major power im the arca. We need a greater 
comm©me;rcial presence in Asia. and that will also depend 
on an International Economa Relavons Deparment. 


[Aytion| By merging the general directorates for Europe 
and North Amerwa ave you not sending a negative signal 
to the United Sutes’ 


[Matutes| (On that Dass you could say the same thing 
about Europe and the other countries, because we have 
had to hundie them all together We want to give added 
impetus to ou foragn poly effort, but with fewer 
semor officials to set an caample of austerity to the 
people There is no other political signal 


[Aytion}] Will the spending cuts [~~ to the closure of 
emhasees and consulates’ 


[Matutes| | hope not. there ts very little left to cut back 
on om thes ministry 


[Aytion] Are you finally goung to work out a plan to 
avesd a lack of coordination in foreign policy’ 


[Matutes| We we soon going to propose a bill for a 
Uened Forege Policy because this is an old ideal, 
although it ts pot somethung you can solve in a month It 
needs agreements. expecially with the Trade Ministry | 
Pave started talks eth (Bc omomy and Pinance Minister) 
Rexingo Rato and we are on the same wavelength 


[Ayton] Will Gus government stack to the target of 07 
percent of GDP in development ad’ 


SPAIN 23 


[Matutes} We will keep that trpet bul you must 
nat forget that 10 years ago we were will 
developmem ad ourselves Taday only Swoden and 
perhaps another Nordic country even get close to thus 0.7 
percent, and large Countnes with a tradmion for granting 
development cannot even manage half of that 


[Ayilon} Do you mean tht the 0.7 percent target will 
not he reached im the short term” 


[Matutes} We ac asming for that figure a long as 
is Compatible with comtammg the pubix det. In any 
event, we hope that the trend will he upward 


[Aylion] What will you Inghhght in your Lawn Amen- 
can policy’ 

[Matutes} We will try to merease eifcsency. Porw- 
nately, the vast majority of Latin American countries 
have per capita income of more than $1,000, which 
means they can receive cconome ad that secks to 
imvolve cconome agents im the whole development 
process without the disadvantage of them also needing 
conventional development aid 


[Aylion|] Have not Mlateral relations with Laun Amer- 
Kan countries heen left hehind somewhal m recent 
years’ 

[Matutes} Our relations with Laten America have always 
been good, expecially im recent years when Spam 
has heen actively promoting more attention for Lat 
America within the EU One of Prome Minister Avna’s 
prorties has heen to promote that Mlateral relationship 
withow forgetting our role im the EU. He proved that 
only recently when he wsked me. on |) May a the 
EU Council of Ministers meeting. to try Co untick the 
EU agreement with Meano that had heen foundering 
for months Agamst all capectationms, we managed to 
unMock it. Pressdent Ernesto Zedillo telephoned Arnar 
to thank hem for the interest he had shown in resolving 
the proMem 


[Aylion}] Given that structures of NATO ae going to 
change, is there any port discuseng whether of pot 
Spain jouns its mulrtary structure’ 


[Matutes| Yes. there «& 4 pout. However, # © too 
carly to have that dehate. Although i tm not legally 
obhigatory, Pome Minwter Aznar decided to atide by 
the decimion approved hy the referendum and to respect 
the wishes of the Spanih people NATO is trying 
to barld «4 few system where thal multary structure 
will dwappear as such The most sensible position for 
Span was bighhgited by the king im bes speech 
Brussels in wach be sand that if, when that reform has 


gone through. the proposed model is of interest for the 
Spanish people, we will have to decide at that time 
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[Aylion] Would that potential change not require an- 
other referendum? 


[Matutes} No, it would not. What it would require 
is a qualified majority in parliament to prevent it 
from becoming unstable with the logical de  ocratic 
alternations. 

[Aylion} Are you afraid that the fact that you have so 
many business dealings could make you a target for the 
opposition which would try to find irregularities in your 
company affairs? 


[Matutes]} Not at all. When I entered politics I resigned 
from all my posts in the family businesses and from all 
those in which I was a director or shareholder. I have not 
held executive board responsibilities for 18 years now. 
Moreover, when I left my jobs to relauions or employees 
1 stressed to them the fact that as a politician any 
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irregulanties could have repercussions for me personally 
and on the ideas of my party. As far as | know, none of 
these companies has been subjected to any kind of legal 
proceedings, neither for fraud nor concealment, and has 
never been accused of any kind of irregulanty. | have 
nothing to hide and nothing to worry about. 


[Aylion} Did you come under pressure from Jose Maria 
Aznar or any other senior government officials when the 
tume came to make appointments? 


[Matutes} I have never received any instructions, pres- 
sure, or interference from Aznar with regard to the de- 
velopment of my work or my appointments. | have al- 
ways enjoyed his complete confidence. | must also say 
the same of Deputy Prime Minister Francisco Alvarez 
Cascos. 
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Cyprus: UK, U.S. Said Limiting EU Involvement in 
Cyprus kssuc 

NC2005130796 Nicosia I SIMERINI in Greek 

20 May 96 p 20 


{Report by loannis Kharalamtidhis} 


{FBIS Translated Text) Britian and the U.S. want the 
EU to perform a third-string role in an orchestrated 
multinational effort to a Cyprus solution. A diplomatic 
source told | SIMERINI that the British and Americans 
accept European involvement in the Cyprus issue but 
they believe it must be in support of their own actions. 
Brussels’ diplomatic sources told | SIMERINI that the 
British seek the replacement of Federico Di Roberto, 
the EU representative on the Cyprus issue, as soon 
as Ireland undertakes the EU presidency. The list of 
replacements, drawn up by the Irish with British help 
backstage, is already being scrutinized. 

The possible replacement of the EU representative on 


an important form of control within the EU, at a time 
when there will be developments in the Cyprus issue. 


the intention nor the ability to extract a different 
opinion from the Americans on the Cyprus issue. They 
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Cyprus: Spokesman Doubts Talks To Follow 
Clinton Meeting 

NC2105121696 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Gi eek 

1030 GMT 2] May 9 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Government spokesman 
loannis Kasoulidhis has said he doubts that, after 
meeting President Glavkos Klindhis, U.S. President 
Bill Clinton will be in a position to announce the 


beginning of talks on Cyprus. 


Asked about a statement yesterday by Foreign Minister 
Alekos Mikhailidhis, that the Clinton-Klindhis meeung 
is a landmark from which senous developments are 
expected, Kasoulidhis said the meeting can be described 
as a landmark in the sense that it will be important 
and that President Kliridhis does not meet the US. 
President every day. He added: President Klindhis wil! 
explain privately to the U.S. President what he tells his 
envoys—that the United States has greater responsibility 


for persuading Turkey to change its stance. 


Kasoulidhis said the mecting is also important because 
the Greek Cypriot positions will be raised and the U.S. 
intentions will be made clear. He said: There might be 
developments if the preparations—before and after the 
White House meeting in June—show that our side's 
prerequisites have been met. He said: During our talks 
with U.S. officials we got the impression that they do not 
want talks to begin before a common ground is found. 


[passage omitted] 


Cyprus: Foreign Minister on Upcoming 
Kliridhis-Clinton Meeting 

NC2005185796 Nicosa Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 

1600 GMT 20 May % 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Alckos 
Mikhailidhis described as a landmark the upcoming 
meeting between Presidents Glavkos Kiindhis and 
Bill Clinton, and did not rule out the likelihood that 


developments may follow 


In a statement on the sidelines of a meeting on Computer 
technology, the foreign minister also noted that meetings 
with foreign officials are held in order to bnef these 
officials better and more fully. He said: All those who 
are interested in the Cyprus issue and wish to develop 
an initiative ask to be briefed on our side's positions, 
as well as the positions of the Turkish- Cypriot side, on 
the critical matters. He added: The important thing 1s 
that an interest in the Cyprus issues is being expressed, 
and that an intention to take an initiative is cxpressed 
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by the United States and others who like to contribute 
in a Coordimated manner. 

Mikhailidhis noted: The important landmark is the mect- 
might lead to drawing certain conclusions; and there 
might also be some announcements as to whether an 
initiative is to begin. 


Mikhailidhis also talked about coordinated actions that 
are begun by the United States and are combined 


with the United Nations. He expressed the hope that 
something similar will also be done with the EU. He 
also revealed that he will be in Paris at the end of May 
to attend a gathering devoted to Cyprus and will meet 
either with his French counterpart or with the French 
minister in charge of European affairs. 
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Greece: Turkish Delegation Walks Out of NATO 
Meeting 


NC2005131796 Athens Elliniki 
Network in Greek 1100 GMT 20 May 9 


{FBIS Translated Text} Greek-Turkish relations are at 
the heart of talks between Prime Minister Konstandinos 
Simitis and NATO Secretary General Javier Solana, 
who is participating in the north Allantic union's 
conference at the Asteras Hotel in Vouliagmeni. 


This morning Apostolos Kaklamanis, the Greek Cham- 
ber of Deputies’ president, addressed the conference. He 
discussed the perpetuation of the Turkish occupation of 
Cyprus and the escalating Turkish threat in the Aegean; 
Turkey not only violates international law and disputes 
the international sovereignty of a member country of the 
Alliance, but harms the efficiency of the Alliance itself 
and its credibility among the Greek people. 


Following the C! mber speaker's reference w the 
violation of inte uational law by Ankara, the Turkish 
delegation left une conference. 


Commenting, Kaklamanis stressed that it is natural for 
someone who lacks a peaceful conscience to lack the 
patience to listen to the opposite side's views. 


A remark by the NATO secretary general, who, refer- 
ring to Greece and Turkey, said they must not keep 
asking olbers to mediate, but must discuss the issues 
between themselves, caused a sensation. 


Government spokesman Dhimitnos Reppas said he had 
no comment on the NATO parliamentary conference's 
work. He described as rude the departure of the Turkish 
delegation, adding that that 1s the least he has to say. He 
said the reaction reveals the disposition or intentions of 
the Turkish side. 


o Radi 


Greece: Simitix, Solana Comment on 
Greek-Turkish Relations 


NC2005202196 Athens Ellinski Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1500 GMT 20 May % 


(FBIS Translated Text) Speaking at the plenary session 
of the North Atlantic assembly, Prime Minister Kon- 
standinos Simitis stressed our country's adherence to the 
rules of international law and ore again called upon 
Turkey to have recourse to the .wternational Court of 


The Hague. 


The Greek-Turkish disputes were taken before the 
plenary session of the North Adantic assembly. NATO's 
secretary general appeared pessimistic and stayed an 
equal distance from the two countries, which he urged 
to resolve thew problems themselves. 


GREECE 27 


Prime Minister Simitis talked about the process of 
NATO's adjustment to the new premises and to the need 
to expand NATO with new countries. He also expressed 
support for the EU's joint defense policy. 


Speaking of the Balkans, Simitis stressed thz' Greece 
maintains good relations with its neighbors to the north. 
He added: Unfortunately, our relations with Turkey are 
at a low level, and new clouds accumulated recently on 
the horizon. Simitis stressed: Greece wishes to develop 
friendly, peaceful relations with this country and it 
will not stop its efforts to accomplish this, despite the 
difficulties that at times appear and block the road ahead. 
He noted: Good-neighbor relations cannot be based on 
a unilateral approach but require mutual good will and 
corresponding actions. Mr. Simitis pointed out: Within 
this iramework, Greece, like anyone else, cannot accept 
the threat to use force in international relations. 


A short time later, as the prime minister left the 
forum, members of the Turkish delegation hastened to 
greet him. The same delegation members had carlier 


departed ostentatiously from the hall in reaction to 


cme he ap fy <Any atm 


Thursday (22 and 23 May]. Solana noted: However, the 
of Greek-Turkish relations is not a problem that 
: resolved unless the two countries wish to solve 
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success. | wish I could, but | cannot 
anything. lt would not be honest on my part if 
I see this problem resolved in the next few days. 
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NC2005172696 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1500 GMT 20 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} At today’s meeting between Na- 
tional Defense Minister Yerasimos Arsenis and Alba- 
nian Defense Minister Safet Zhulali, it was established 
that Greek-Albanian relations in the defense sector are 


be signed between the two countries soon, a protocol 
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that will make more specific the existing general agree- 
ments as regards training leading cadres of the Albanian 
Armed Forces in Greece and Greek- Albanian coopera- 
uuon in the defense industry. 

Arsenis and Zhulali also discussed matiers pertaining to 
our broader region. The Alhanian defense minister said 
he asked for Greece's encouragement and support in a 
Pristina-Belgrade dialogue on the Kosovo issue, over 
which he expressed concern. Zhulali further noted that 
Albania seeks the solution of disputes through peaceful 
means and with no change of borders by force. 


Arsenis assured his Albanian counterpart of our coun- 
try’s support for Albania’s efforts to become a member 
of European organizations. The two countries will par- 
ucipate jointly in the military mancuvers that are held 
within the framework of the Parrership for Peace. 


Lastly, it was learned that National Defense Minister 
Arsenis will visit Albania in the near future. 
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Ugur Dogan, Energy and Natural Sources Ministry 
under secretary, on Monday welcomed an oil deal 
signed between Iraq and the United Nations on a UN 
plan to sell limited quantities of oil in order to buy food 
and medicine for the Iraqi people 

Speaking to an AA reporter, Dogan said that although 
hopes faded from time to time on the issuc, they were 
waiting for the agreement. “We will add speed to studies 
on the issue which were launched a while ago,” he 
added. 

“We will control the petroleum pipeline and necessary 
repairs will be done,” he said, adding that “we will 
conclude the studies soon.” “Even if there 

technical 


Azerbaijan will allow Russian troops to be stationed 


NC2005164496 Istanbul HURRIVET in Turkish 
19 May % p22 


[Report by Sedat Ergin: “Extreme Skepticism | 


(FBIS Translated Text] Bonn—Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz has not been “satisfied” with True Path Party 
leader Tansu Ciller’s disclosure on the secret funds 
said that she ha’. found it “difficult” to explain 
the 500 billvo Turkish lira have been used. 
Yilmaz said for tc first me that Ciller may Lave used 


Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz replied to the questions 
of a group of correspondents in Bonn as follows 


[Correspordent] Can you assess the disclosure Tansu 
Ciller made two days ago” 


{Yilmaz} | have not been satisfied with her disclosure 
Holding state secrets cannot be the cxclusive mght 
of only one person in a democratic country. | would 
have immediately made a disclosure if | were accused 
of using the funds. | would not have hidden behind 
the provision on state secrets. Only one person being 
informed about state secrets is seen only in dictatorships 


Media Organs Are Skeptical 


[Correspondent] Do you suspect that Ciller may have 
used the secret funds for reasons other than those fur 
which they are #!'=ed to be used’ 


[Yilmaz] | suspect that she may have used the funds 
for personal reasons. | did not suspect that in the 
past. However, she bas persistently avoided making 4 
disclosure, which has made me suspicious 


[Correspondent] Do you mean to say that Ciller may 
have used the funds for other reasons’ 


{Yilmaz} Yes, that is a possibility. Is not that why 
the media organs have become skeptical’ This state 
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0 TURKEY 
of affairs must be changed. Otherwise, | also will be 
affected by the present situation. 

The Two Keys System 


[Correspondent] Do you believe that the secret funds 
should have two keys? In other words, do you believe 
that the president should approve the use of the secret 
funds” 


[Yilmaz] The president knows about the allocations | 
make from the secret funds. 


{Correspondent} Should a legal arrangement be made 
for the secret funds for thal purpose” 


[Yilmaz] In view of the recent development, a new legal 
afrangement has to be considered. 


She Will Not Be Trusted 


(Correspondent) Tansu Ciller has refused to “disclose” 
how the funds have been used. A deadlock exists at the 
presem time. How can it be removed? 


[Yilmaz] | am convinced that | have done what was 
necessary. Ciller will not be able to support the weight 
of the problem if she fails to make a disclosure. She 
will not be trusted. She cannot Mame me. No one can 
be the only person info: ned about state secrets. 


[Correspondent] There i» another person, Akin Istan- 
bullu... 


[Yilmaz] Considering the laws, he can refuse to divulge 
information. 


{Correspondent} Tansu Ciller has said that allocations 
can be made from the secret funds to state establish- 
ments other than the National Intelligence Organization, 
General Staff, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Mimstry 
of Internal Affairs. 


[Yilmaz] Nothing can be said about that. However, 
allocations for sports activities can he regarced as being 
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in the state's interest if we act based upon such an 
outlook. 


Turkey: DYP Says Divulging Secret Fund Could 
‘Cause War’ 


NC2005170496 Istanbul TURKIYE in Turkish 
18 May 9% pis 


(FBIS Translated Text} Ankara—DYP [True Path Party) 
deputy leader Necmettin Cevheri got invoived in the 
debate over the secret fund and 21d: “li includes things 
that could cause a war.” 


The representatives of the Oz Gida-Is [foodstuff pro- 
ducers} Trade Union, stock-breeders, and workers at 1 
meat-packing plants slated for privatization visited the 
DYP leaders at the Turkish Parliament. These people 
came from 20 provinces. 


Saffet Arikan Beduk and Ali Riza Gonul, deputy leaders 
of the DYP parliamentary group, and Zeki Ertugay, head 
of the Agricultural Commission, attended the mecting 
during which Necmettin Cevheri indicated that an end 
must be put to the debate on the secret fund. Cevhen 
said: “lt involves things that could cause a war.” 


Following the meeting, the reporters asked Cevhen: 
“How do you know, this’? Is this not supposed be 
infort..auon that should not be known” 


Cevheri replied: “That is all | have to say.” 


Beduk, in turn, said that the national interest precludes 
the disclosure of the use of the secret funds. In his 
statement, Beduk also touched on the sccret fund, 
saying: “It is impossible to disclose it. It is impossible 
for reasons of national interest. These are issues that the 
politicians should discuss among themselves. If light 1s 
thrown on this matter, there are clements in it that could 
cause 4 war” 
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